
KARUIZAWA 1964 



KARUIZAWA 1964 
single cask malt whisky 

aged for 48 years in sherry cask #3603

B Y  D A V E  B R O O M ,  M A S T E R  O F  T H E  Q U A I C H

S P E C I A L L Y  S E L E C T E D  F O R
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“ T H E  J A PA N E S E  L O V E  A F F A I R  W I T H  W H I S K Y  

I S  A  L O N G  A N D  I N T E N S E  O N E ,  W H I C H  H A S

R E S U LT E D  I N  T H E  C R E AT I O N  O F  N OT  O N LY  

A  N E W  W H I S K Y  S T Y L E ,  B U T  S O M E  O F  T H E  

F I N E S T  E X A M P L E S  O F  T H E  S P I R I T  E V E R  M A D E . ”  

D A V E  B R O O M
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Colour: Deep amber with a slight green rim indicative of ex-sherry cask maturation.  

Not incredibly dark, suggesting a refill cask.

Nose: Initially quite hot with an intense resinous lift.  Then a deep, concentrated fruitiness (apricot jam

and yellow plums soaked in brandy) emerges – all with a background of rooty earthiness and a little

smoke. With water, it becomes more alive and more obviously Japanese with plenty of scented wood and

snuffed perfumed candles.  The earthiness gives it the character of a Japanese Glenfarclas.

Palate: Quite tight with a nutty oaken grip which loosens into a powdery feel.  The key is a bittersweet

character with the fruits on the nose combined with liquorice.  A drop of water helps, not just cutting the

heat of the alcohol but allowing a fresh acidity – another Japanese trait – to come through.  There are

hints of chocolate towards the back palate and coffee-flavoured biscuits. 

Finish: Dry, lightly smoky. 

Conclusion: Typically bold – that’s the Karuizawa style – while age has allowed a crisp quality to develop

on the palate which plays off the depth of the nose. 
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Nose: Very attractive, soft and seductive.  This is a Spring woodland walk to a village church: drying

leaves, fir trees, pine, meadow flowers and then polished church pews, stale incense and traces of

Camp Coffee essence.

Palate: Wow, this is a sweet massive malt… initially there's the big hickory and red liquorice delights

of very old whisky, intense treacle toffee and then it's like letting crystallised coffee flavoured icing

sugar melt in your mouth.  There are oak and spice notes here but they are controlled and gentle…

it's the whisky equivalent of being picked up in the palm of a giant and being placed gently by him on

a feather bed; lots of controlled strength and power.  Sublime.

Finish: Old, venerable and stately, with liquorice, oak, spice and liquid honey.

Conclusion:  Absolutely top drawer whisky and a treat from start to finish...

Score: 94/100
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Nose:  Toasted pine nuts and pine resin, candied orange peel, crème brûlé topping, homemade

toffee, hints on the back of the nose of freshly baked oak cakes, vanilla and spearmint.

Palate:  An initial hit of apricot jam, with wood spices and burnt orange peel filling the mouth.

Some cloves and bitter back cherry are bolstered by a subtle sweetness of royal jelly, quince jam

and honeycomb. With water, caramelised pecan nuts appear and the fruits are enhanced.

Finish:  Lively lemon zest, a wisp of smoke and a huge hit of blood orange.

Conclusion: Like a really good, well made Manhattan. 

2 8
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Colour:  Amber with a green-tinged rim.

Nose: Some classic autumnal forest floor notes; earth, moss and tobacco. Then all the herbal, medicinal qualities

that suggest ancient Karuizawa is good for the soul: Tiger balm, acacia honey, apricot conserve and menthol. A

few drops of water reduce the poke and reveal more oak and smoke. There are hints of sandalwood and

incense, too.

Palate:  Wow! Hot as you’d expect then old wardrobes, furniture polish and chestnuts. Spiced fruit compote

and figs in syrup. Water makes the complexity more evident; it is mouth-watering with coal smoke and rich

black pudding, then black coffee and bitter dark chocolate with sour cherries.

Finish: Drying, long, warming and balmy.

Conclusion: A serious, grown-up whisky for contemplation. Or even meditation. One of the very finest old

Karuizawa whiskies, it soothes and excites in equal measure.

2 9
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Colour: Rich amber. 

Nose: Rather than smoky and chocolaty like many old Karuizawas, this one is all overripe fruits and the jams made

thereof, with background spice and sap. Quite extraordinary. Strawberries with menthol? Figs and marzipan? Dates and

liquorice? Quince with putty? There’s even something coastal there; overall like a glorious very old but terrifyingly

vibrant sherried Speysider from a magnificent cask. Maybe a little beef stock, too… With water: Karuizawa loves water,

the whisky became even more fabulous and incredibly complex. Some fruitcake especially made for a very wealthy and

completely mad dictator? 

Palate: What the hell is this? I’ve never found this in any malt whisky… Some kind of overripe tropical fruits, maybe

longans?  There’s also a curious cheesy side, absolutely wonderful.  There’s plenty of oak, which is normal, but it’s all

perfectly integrated. Add to that some tangerine liqueur, black pepper, cumin, cloves, grape pips… It’s almost a

monster of a whisky. With water: these wonderfully strange notes grew even bigger. Swiss cheese with mango jam. 

Finish: Endless, with the spices singing many songs. Bitter chocolate in the aftertaste. 

Conclusion:  First it’s brilliant whisky, and second, it’s ‘different’ whisky. Respect.

Score: 95/100
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Nose: A prelude of almond tofu and maraschino cherries is followed by a triple fugue of forest, tree fruit and waxed wood

notes. Initially suggestive of a damp forest in spring; incredibly fresh, with hints of pine trees, sandalwood and feint eucalyptus.

Soon after, fruit notes appear: over-ripe apricots, Yubari melon (a Hokkaido cantaloupe), Japanese pears and dates. Then

something reminiscent of a recently polished chapel starts to develop. Water tends to foreground the fruit notes, pushing

green apples and under-ripe peach notes to the fore; also wet grass drying in the sun. 

Palate:  Neat, the initial impressions are acerola, brambles, gooseberries and orange liqueur. The pleasantly sour flavours 

soon give way to equally pleasant and seductive bitterness: goya, walnut skins and a little liquorice. Water brings out a

prominent note of sudachi (a Japanese citrus fruit) – something I never thought I’d find in a whisky! How can a whisky this

old be this refreshing?

Finish: Medium-long with hints of both kiwi and lingonberry jams, sweet-and-sour sauce, goya again, and an incredibly

delicate sweetness at the centre of it all. 

Conclusion: It’s fairly common to compliment mature whiskies on how young and vibrant they are despite their old age.

This 1964 Karuizawa is far beyond such platitudes. Only time and a large dose of luck, could have conspired to make this;

a rare whisky that creates a world of its own and holds it together so beautifully, like an image of nature at its best. 
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